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“My son shares every GE lesson he
receives with me, and for a kid who
doesn’t typically complete his class
work or like school, this is a big deal!
Your educators brighten his day. 
Thank you.” 
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The 2024-2025 school year brought an important milestone for the
Ground Education Team - we now have gardens and a comprehensive
nature-based learning program embedded in 58% of LBUSD’s
elementary and K-8 schools, and our ELOP after-school and summer
enrichment Sprout Clubs touch every elementary and K-8 in the
District.  

The opportunity to help thousands of student’s connect to nature
where they learn, play, and socialize year-round is our ‘why’ every day.
Our talented staff of 33 mission-driven professionals work tirelessly to
support LBUSD’s Vision 2035, Facility Master Plan, and Sustainability
goals - to produce future-ready graduates who understand complex
ecological challenges from resilient schools that embrace nature as a
place to learn, heal, engage, and generate excitement for school.  It
certainly takes a village to nurture and develop the youth of Long
Beach, and we are proud to be committed partners in the journey.

-Holland Brown & Karen Taylor

Message from our Co-Founders

— BIXBY
ELEMENTARY

PARENT



Ground Education envisions school campuses as ecosystems for discovery
and growth—with vibrant outdoor spaces where curiosity is nurtured,
minds are engaged, and children are given room to flourish. Through our
work, 31 LBUSD elementary schoolyards now include dynamic edible
gardens and vibrant native plant-filled green spaces that support hands-on
learning and spark imagination. These nature corridors are open, welcoming
sanctuaries, integral to the school day and loved by students and school
staff alike.

Our nature-based classrooms offer more than educational enrichment.
They provide daily refuge and renewal. Students often choose these natural
spaces as places of calm during recess and lunch, while school counselors
rely on the gardens to support students experiencing stress or emotional
challenges. As one teacher recently put it:  “Students seem to be more
centered while they’re in the garden. I wish I could teach all my class
lessons there.”

Our goal is to establish our program at all district elementary schools,
serving approximately 26,000 students. Our Eco-STEAM curriculum
evolves to align with California and District standards each year, and our
afterschool and summer ELOP “Sprout Club” activities are curated to build
on, but not duplicate, our school-day lessons. We strive to support each TK-
5  grade student in a meaningful, comprehensive way that inspires
curiosity while being inclusive, collaborative, and fun!

th

Program Overview
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2024-25 Was a Year of
Growth In Our During School
Program:

30 Schools Served 
15,000+ Students Engaged
4,522 Garden Lessons Taught
120,000 Student Hours of
Hands-On Learning Delivered



We assess qualitative outcomes through annual
teacher surveys to ensure we meet the deeper
educational and emotional needs of our school
communities. Teacher feedback has consistently
shown that our program is achieving anticipated
outcomes as they relate to our outdoor program.

Key Program
Outcomes
(NOT A COMPREHENSIVE LIST)

We track our growth through quantitative metrics such as the number of lessons
taught, gardens built, classrooms served, students engaged,  activities provided, and
educator hours dedicated to delivering our Eco-STEAM program. We receive
continual feedback from  teachers, administrators, students, and parents, which
reinforces the value that thousands of garden lessons provide year to year.

Measuring Progress

Goal Program Highlights Outcome

Satisfaction with outdoor
garden and nature

spaces

Campus gardens include
raised beds, bench seating,
native plant corridors, and
safe access with weekly

care and tending

100% 
Of teachers express

satisfaction

Increased student
interest in Science

Lessons on patterns in
nature, decomposition,
ecosystems, lifecycles,

biomimicry and the relation
to human impacts on earth

systems

89%
Of teachers observed

a large increased
interest in science

Increased student
interest in Healthy Eating

Cooking lessons,  harvesting
and tasting locally grown

produce supports improved
food habits and nutrition

education

85% 
Of teachers reported

that students
demonstrated
healthier food

choices

Support of students’
social and emotional

well-being

Gardens are designed to be
inclusive, calming,

restorative, and
collaborative spaces

99% 
Of teachers feel the

gardens support
well-being
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Ground Education partnered with the LBUSD afterschool providers for the third year in
a row, delivering comprehensive nature-based activities that foster student curiosity,
exploration, and outdoor fun.  This ongoing enrichment program, which we call our
Sprout Club, is designed to instill appreciation of our surroundings while extending the
joy of learning beyond the normal school day--less academic and more playful--where
kids can’t wait to engage.

ELOP Milestones

AFTER-SCHOOL
MATTERS
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FEEDBACK
“Thank you all for making
this happen for our site. The
kids love being outside and
they’ll even repeat the
activities because they’re
enjoying them so much.”
Jillian Bradshaw, Site Manager
WRAP Roosevelt

“The kids LOVE the garden
time activities.”
Lisel Flores, Harte WRAP Site
Director

Having additional time to explore
nature spaces in the after-school
setting creates opportunities for
learning that is active, student-led,
collaborative, and supportive of
emotional well-being.  Our team
works with ELOP providers to
deliver experiences that excite
curiosity, regardless of whether
there’s a garden on-site.

During Our 2024-2025 ELOP
Program:

10 Gardens Built 
52 Schools Received 219+
Sprout Club Activities
3,000 summer students
became junior myrmecologists
during “Be an Ant” field days
8 school nature paths were
expanded and revitalized



With environmental literacy a central focus of California’s education goals, and systemic
barriers to learning, nutrition, and outdoor access still impacting many of our youth and
communities, Ground Education remains committed to providing quality environmental
education to LBUSD students.  Thriving campus nature spaces and engaging hands-on
learning activities are intentionally designed to address these critical needs.

Centering District Goals

WHOLE CHILD
WELL-BEING
During a time of digital
overload and post-pandemic
learning loss, distraction and
anxiety are often high. Lessons
are designed to be awe-
inspiring, exploratory, and
empowering.  Low-pressure
learning in nature helps
improve  retention and focus
while promoting calm.

ENVIRONMENTAL
LITERACY
To help integrate climate
science into education, garden
lessons model real-world
human impacts on our
environment.  Exploring nature-
based solutions that keep us
resilient in the face of climate
change couples learning with
student action and empowers
students with science-based
knowledge and hopeful ideas.  

EQUITABLE
NATURE ACCESS 
Having a safe outdoor space
to learn and play in nature is
essential to a child’s
development. For many
LBUSD students, these school
gardens serve as their only
backyard. We take extra care
to ensure each space thrives
so the kids can, too.
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COLLABORATION
Long Beach Energy and Environmental
Services Bureau
Conservation Corps of Long Beach
CSULB Informal Science Education Dept.
Sankofa Academy
LBUSD Nutrition Services Branch
The Guidance Center
Long Beach Mushrooms
CSULB Internship Program Partner (75
interns hosted)

ADVOCACY
Long Beach Climate Resilient and Sustainable
City Commission appointee - Holland Brown
Ten Strands environmental literacy education
District and City Council engagement
LBUSD Office of Sustainability and
community based organizations in green
schoolyard pilots - City Fabrick, Council for
Watershed Health, LANLT, Grades of Green,
and Puente Latino

BEST PRACTICES
LBUSD education standards alignment
Horticulture Team certifications in native
plant and pesticide-free spaces
City of Signal Hill sustainability awardee
Recycling and composting  implementation
and training
LBUSD inter-departmental collaboration to
build school gardens and green spaces

Ground Education continues to transform the
landscape of education—one garden, one child,
one school at a time.

Growing a thriving, resilient garden program takes
support beyond our dedicated Ground Education
staff. We’re deeply grateful for the community’s
ongoing investment and care. With intention and
appreciation, we steward both our partnerships and
the school environments entrusted to us.

Sustainability

Page 7Ground Education Impact Report


